ISTE

THE CHURCH AND ITS USE

In the days before the hcademy it was generally oonside§5&~¥¢;;
that the main netural function of the Church wes to extend itself to others
by meens of extérnal evangelizetion, or missionary work. Finelly this use
began to fail, and it was found that, due to the fact thet there were
relatively few children being born in the Church and relatively few-of these
remained active in the Church, inspite of some new members coming to the
~Church; the Church was decreasing.

The Academy strove to correct this deplorable condition by
educating the children of the parents of the Church, and this for a time with
apparently oonsidérable success s

The education of the children of the Church; like the educae
tion of children by perents, is the primary natural function in time; but is
not an end in itself, for the children are to be educated for fulfillment of
e use in society, particularly a use in a spirituel society, and if the educas
tion of children, whether by the Church or by individusl parents, is looked on
as.an end, inétead of a meens towards a use in sociebty, it becomes selfish and,
in time, fails; for the love of children, because they '‘are ones own, without
regard to the welfare of society, is a selfish loves

While the “Words for the Wew Church" (the first publication
of the Academy) looked forward hopefully to the results of education of thé
youhg in the New Church, it looked primarily to the growth of the Church among
the-gsnﬁiless nor could it do otherwise for the teaching of the Latin Word is
thet the Christian World hes nesrly totally perverted itself, = all but a few,
mostly among the simple, = have turned asides |

The folloving principles were set down in the "Words for the

New Church® supported by copious quotations from the Wordg
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®pirsts The doctrines of the New Church are never reveeled until the
men of the former Church reech s state in which they will not acknowledge
them.
Seconds When a former Church is consummated, the Church is traensferred
to the @ontilese
Thirds: Only a few of the former Church then remain in a life of goodas
Fourth: The posterity of & vestated church, by accumulation of
héreditery evil, becomes more confirmed in evil than thelr encestrye
Fifths The men of the vastated churéh acknowledge no truth and good
by which they can be regenerated, snd by which the inereasing force of
sncestral evil cen be brokenﬁw'
Continuing the quotation from the “Words for the New Church®s
®in the light of these principles,; read the following from the Arcana:
¥The destruection of the first Christian ghurch was fores
told by the Lord in the Gospels and by John in the Apocalypsea
The New or Second Christian Church will be raised up in some
region of the earth while the present church abides in 1ts
worship es the Jews do in theirs, in whose wdrship there is
nothing of charity and faithg +that is nothing of the church,®
AoCe 1850%, |
Words for the'New*Church, page 106e
| Agein we read iﬂ the Words
®T have had various ooﬁyersabions with engels concerning the state of
the church hereafters They said they know nothing to come, for the
knowledge of things ‘o come belongs to.the Lord alome; but they know
that the slavery and captivity in which the man of the church was formers
ly, has been teken eway,; and now from freedom restored he can better pers

celve interior truths, if he wills to perceive them, and thus be mede




more inbernsl if he wills to become so; but still they heve slender
hope of the men of the Christian Church, but muoh.of some natlion far
distent from the Christien World.® (Reference is then made to the
Africans. LeJe 74)

We ere taught that when s church falls it is rarely if ever
resurrected in the nabions which have been of the fallen churche Ifhe'Word also
teaches that Christisns are worse than the Jews were af the time that the Lord
ceme on earthsy and that Christisns would treat the Lord worse thah the Jews did,
were he to manifestly come§ and thet they strive to treat the Lord thus in the
spiritual world, and, becsuse they are not sble to, they strive 0 murdgr those
ﬁho believe in the Lords

To quote "Thus it is proved that the Christiané at this day
are worse then the Jews were." Mems 5978,

This was the original stend of the sarly Academy, nsmelys
they believed the teaching of the Words

But when the General Church was formed snd the "Principles
of the hcademy™ were enunciated there was a noteble change as expressed in these
principless In the Principles of +the Acgdemy as enunciated by Bishop W. J=
Pendleton fhere is no-mention of the Church being transferred to the Géntilesg
but instead we read:

c'“'l;‘he most fruitful field of evengelization is with the children
of’ New*Chﬁrch parentss  In order to occﬁpy this fruitful field of
work, New Church schools sre needed, that children msy be kep% in
the sphere znd environment of fhe Churecly until they are able to
think for themselvess" “in entire chenge in the policy of evangelis
zation or church extension is necessar& for the following reasonss
(2) The teaching thaf few adults of_the consummated

Christisn Church will receive the Lord in His Second
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Coming snd enber interiorily into the Doctrine and
Life of the New Churchs
(b) The experience of a hundred yesrs, confirming
the teaching of Revelation; meking manifest the hopes
lessness of the expectation that meny of the former
Church will turn to the Lord in His Gompeny” etos
While we do not wish to minimize bthe greaf importence of
edusating our children in the things of the Churchj (which is indeed our first -
duty in timé)@‘if we stop here the Church will become ingrown end selfish, For
the love of our children, if it does not exbend beyond them, becomss selfishe
Tﬁe attitude of the Academy finally came to resemble the
following desqfiption of the antediluviansa
%1t wes shown me how they gloried in the great numbers of
$heir children; and they had their children with them vherever
they went, who walked before them in a curved lines But they
were told thet the brutes also, even the worst, all have a love
for their youngs end that this is no evidence that there is anys
' hing pood in thems but if they had loved children, not for the
love of themselves snd their own glory, but thet humen society
might be sugmented for the common good; and especially if they
hed loved them thet hesven might thereby be mﬁltiplied; thus for
the sake of the Lord's kingdom, then theif love of chiléren would
heve been genuines® A.C. 1272
While ﬁhe Academy claimed to be doing ﬁhis latter, it bew
came so self centered that it was really actiﬁgvsimilariy to the sntediluviens as
described aboves

Having been impressed by the teaching of the Word, end the

%ords for the New Church® as o young men, I went to teke cherge of the first
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Cenerel Church Mission; I found there was little interest in the Mission on the
part of most of those in the Gemeral Churche The Reve C. He Odhner wes the only
one who expressed much love for the wnrk and gave me encouragemente

There was s tendency to look on it as my mission and my re=
sponsibility, and there were expressions of jealousy in regerd to the money it
was costing, although it was relatively a small smount s

When we separasted ourselves from the General Church and found
ourselves a handful, the question arose as to what was the future of the Church in
hmericas

Qur first effort wes directed to five or six ministers in Conw
vention, who had expressed some doctrinal sympathy with ws, but who proved to
heve no substantial love for the Doctrines We had seen how the heademy Educstion
had to a large degree fpiled, in that, when the renewing truth of the Doctrine
was given to the Church, all but e few rejected its There was with us a turning
awey from the General Church, and a tendency to essociate with Convention end o
come into & certein Convention made of thinkinge

Those with whom the.Doctrine hed its originm haed been brought
into the Church by missionary works +this and the fact that Mr. Pfeiffer had
expressed the thought that, now that the Church had come into‘its Doctrine we
might look for a grgater extension as to numbers, led us to give much thought to
missionary works

Weo therefore entered upon & missionary cempeign with fantastic
hopese

We are told in the Word that the hope of the.New Church is
with Gentiles and with fhe simple, and noﬁ with the learneds Ab one time there
were more of the intelligent simple in this country than generslly in EBurope; aund

during the period the Church in America grew more rapidly than elsewheres The

situation, however, has been reversed. In this country the attitude of the learned
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has become general, even with those of reletively little education, with the ree
sult tha% we have on the one side the leerned end the helf learmed and on the
other the stupid, the mentally lezy, end the bigotede

Mir. Zelling once said that the sadness of the age cousisted in
this, that there Wére not only scarcely any wiée men, but also scarcely any
genﬁinely simple men. And it is, I believe, evident that, in America, there are
probably fewer genuine simple men than almost anywhere elser ~There is every
indication that this country is the most barren of groundé for doing missionary
works Nevertheless it should not be sbandoned until every effort has been medex

To some this stabement may eppeer unpsbrioties yelt, 1f the
thinking is in order, it hes nothing to do with lack of patriotism, no more than
the statement of the Latin Word thet "the Swedish is the worst nation in Europe
except the Itelisn end the Russiarn" « Mem. 5043, had to do with Swédenborg?s
patriotisme o

We have come to see that in the General Church the teaching
of ﬁhe'ﬁord ooncérning the stete of the Christian World degemerated into a
despisiﬁg of the world in comparison with themselvess

On the one side we must believe what the Word teaches concerne
ing the Christian World, and on the other hand we must not despise others in come
parison with ourselvesiy <To do so is fatals -

With children who cannof distingﬁish between the person and
the essence, the old Church must stand for evil and in general those who ere in
it, just as when children read abéutithe Jews crucifying the Lord the Jewish
peoéle stand for evil, or as in wartime, the Japanese and Germans to children are
eviley The evil of the Gemerel Church was that the childish ides was carried
into adult life and thus degenerated into s despisal of others in comparison to
themselvesse

The true attibtude of the man of the Church towards the
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Christian World is that of the Lord when He said "0 Hierosolyms, Hierosolyme;
thou thet killest the prophets andlstonest them that are sent unto thee, how
of ten would.l have gathered thy children together even as a hen gathereth her
chickens under her wing, but ye would not¢"  That is, the true attitude is one
of loves e must also scknowledge that we heve all the perversions of the
Christien World within us, and thet it is only of the mercy of the Lord that we
may be protected from themse

| We ere 1ike the rich man having the riches of.the Word and
of Doctrines +the Gentiles are compered to dogs, which eat the crumbs thet fall
from the tables

If we believe the Word we must acknowledge that the mein
function of the Church in Christian 1andé is to trensfer itself to the Gentilese

Mre Zelling once remarked that when the church in a land
is near ité end, if it oniy hed the charity to give it to others afar off who
sre prepered to receivetl

. ’ As to how, when anq where the Church will grow and flourishy
we do not know, whether the beginnings of the Church in Gentile lands that have
commenced will be. permenent, we do not knowe All is dark, Bﬁt the importent
thing iss TWhat is the love of the Church in Americe? Is it to be of use to
those in other lands, to transfer its gifts to the Gentiles, doess this love
anima%e‘the life of all i®s meﬁbers, or do they look to themselves and their
children?

In the commencement of the Christian Church the first fairly
large crowd toock place with the Jews. TWe rea% of five thousand Jews in
Jeruselem believing. (Acts 4:4)

But it was seen by the Apostles thet the Church was to be

slso for the Gentiles, and soon it cessed to exist with the Jews &

The reason it ceased with the Jews was on account of their
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innete pride end vanity es being the chosen people and of looking down on otherss

| T believe it ié true that if the Church in Americs looks upon ite
self mainly es a custodian, having precious things primerily to be transferred to
the Gentiles, it wi 11 conb inve, maybe for meny generations » possibly indefini’c@ly@
and heve some increase both internslly end externally, for it will be in its use
end in its cheritye )

But if the smell group here look solely to themselves, and the few
members who may come in, it will be a more or less useless organizetion end will
soon dies

The Jews considered themselves the chosen peoplé sand despised all
other peoples; in like menner Ruropeans, and in general the white rece, comnsider
fhemselves superior, and despise other races. There are many appearances, if
viewed from the natursl, that the vhite race is superior; but we know from the Word
thet this is far from the truth, It is therefore only insofer as we come into
humility in this respect that the Church in this country can perform its functione
We have indeed certain charscteristics that give the Church in America great value
ingofer as we regardvthe Church here only as o small orgen in the bédy of the Churche

_The seriousness of the matters that confront us at present is
that the Soclety in California wishes to divorce itself from any orgenic connection
from the Church as 2 wholegz <thus making itself as useless as an organ of the body
which has been remofed from the body; aﬁd some in the eastern United States do not
recognize their function to serve the. Church in Holland and in Gentlle lands, thus
meking themselves useless members of the Churche |

| It may be said that the teaching concerning the trensfer of the
Church to the Gentiles has a spiritusdl semse, = which is of course Hrue, for the
Church must be transferred to Gentile remeins in each man, ~ But if we do not love
the Gentile oubtside us, how cén we know what the Gentile is end love it within

ourselvesa
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To love the spiritual sense of what is said conmcerning the Gentlle
and not the natural semse, is like loving the comjugal of %he good end true =
and being indifferent to the conjugel of husband and wife; = & mere fantesye

It ié sometimes said that the Gentile is also the non-religious in
Christian 1and§, but the Gentile is not one who ii not religious; but one who hes
a religion but not the Worde

To make the Gentile consist of the ﬁonareligious is doing the same
as the General Church when they referved to their children as Gentilese Children
have §imilar quelities to Genbtiles, bub they also have en internal perverted
heredity unlike the Gentiles who have only sn external evil hereditye The children
from those of the New Church, in Christian lands, heve therefore o heredity like
the Jews which we ere toldAmakes them more vacillating than Gentiles who will be=
come genuinely of the Churche Besides our children live in the environmment of the
perverted Christian World, from whichlthey cannot be entirely separated; this also
brings them more or less into internal perversions thet the Gentiles do not heves

In the story of the offer to snorifice Isaac sayss “Behoid the
fire and the wood; but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?® vhich signifiés
that the love and justice waes present, but it did no¥ appear wheré there were those
of whom an inbernal church,céuld be formed; to which the reply was made that God
would provide Himself a lembs .This represented the most grievous temptabion of
the Lord.  Among the Jews, with whom.tﬁélLord dwelt, there were scarcely eny who
could be formed into sn internd churéh; such as could be formed into an internal
church were hidden among the Gentiless It eppears that the Church has been going
through a corresponding temptations

We can in this sfate find consoletion in the following guotation:
ohet night they csught nothing; Jesus seid to the discipleslwho were fishing,
cast the met on the right side of the boat, then shall ye finds They cast theres

fore, and they were no longer able to draw it up for the multitude of fishes .
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John 216, Since fish in the Word signifies the instruction snd conversion of
men who sre in externel or natursl good, in which good were most of the Gentlles,
at that time, fisﬂs signifying the things of the natursl men, andvboat@ Doctrine
from the Words therefore the right side of the boat signifies the good of 1ifes
This mekes clesr the signification of what the Lord ssid, “ecast the net on the
right side of +the boatﬁg nemely, that they should teach the good of lifes That
they would then convert the Gentiles to the Church is signified by their finding
in such abundence that they were not able to draw the net for the abundence of

fishese A.RB. 6001




